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he should communicate their findings to his grand-
father. Again his mother objected : the doctors must
report to her, and not to William: she would forward
their verdict. Again how unwise and how impotent a
claim ! The Emperor had ordered this consultation of
doctors, and it was only reasonable that he should have
done so, for the English doctor's treatment had now
confessedly failed, and he demanded that a fresh opinion
based on the latest developments of his son's illness
should be taken and brought to him direct. Prince
William presided at this medical conference, and the
first of the doctors to give his views was Mackenzie
himself. He admitted that this new growth was malig-
nant, and the rest unanimously agreed. The Crown
Prince heard the sentence with the unaffected composure
of a man who was as courteous as he was brave. He
thanked the doctors for the careful attention they had
given to his case. The news was telegraphed to
Berlin, and next day the Reichsanzeiger issued a bulletin
definitely stating that he had cancer.

William returned to Berlin. With a frail grandfather
of over ninety and a father whose death might come
even more speedily, it was certain that he would not
have long to wait for the day he so ardently desired, and
he drew up an Imperial Edict addressed to the Princes
of Confederated Germany, and to be despatched to them
on the day of his accession. He sent this to Bismarck,
who made a private copy of it for safe custody and
returned the original to William, advising him to burn
it at once. The Emperor of Germany was still alive,
so also was the Heir Apparent. It would produce a
monstrous impression if it leaked out that the Heir
Presumptive had already drawn up an Imperial Edict,